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Members Present 				Staff
David Cifu, M.D. (Chair)			Patti Goodall
Doug Harris, JD				Catherine Harrison 
Rosemary Rawlins				Eleanor Williams
Jim Rothrock (Ex-officio)
Patrik Sandas, Ph.D.				
	
	 

Guests
Charlotte Arbogast	
Heather Funkhouser Board	
Mary-Margaret Cash	
Donna Contrell
Alan Gernhardt


Welcome and Introductions
The Commonwealth Neurotrauma Initiative (CNI) Trust Fund Advisory Board met for a regular quarterly business meeting at 10 AM at the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS), in the Division of Aging’s conference room at 1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100-101-103, Henrico, VA.  Chairman, Dr. Cifu called the meeting to order at 10:05 am and the agenda was adopted.

Public Comment Period
A public comment period was held; no public comment was offered.    

Approval of June 20, 2014 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Rawlins made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Harris and approved by the Board.

Legislative Update
To accommodate speakers the agenda was modified.  Ms Harrison reviewed budget amendments of interest as well as legislation related to brain injury.

FOIA Presentation
Alan Gernhardt, from the Division of Legislative Services, provided an overview of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) as it relates to public bodies.  Requirements regarding what constitutes a meeting and “FOIAble” documents were discussed.

Agency Update
Commissioner Rothrock provided the Board with an update on the impact of the recent General Assembly Session as well as other agency updates including recent vocational rehabilitation successes.  He also discussed the status of the CNI Trust Fund and the ability of the Board to approve up to three grants.

Financial Report
An overview of the current status of the Trust Fund was provided by Eleanor Williams.  Incoming funding is continuing its downward trend.

Requests for Proposals (RFP) Discussion
With a motion by Mr. Harris and a second by Dr. Sandas, the Board approved granting a no cost extension to JMU in order for them to have additional time to gather data pending a FOIA request.  (This is in relation to their previous grant award “Access to Neurobehavioral Services in Virginia”.)  Funding for UVA was also approved for $375,000 over three years to look at screening tools and serve as a match for the Commonwealth’s federal TBI grant with a motion from Ms. Rawlins, a second from Dr. Sandas,  and approval by the Board.  In addition, members and staff discussed issuing an RFP in 2015.  Ms. Rawlins made a motion to authorize staff to develop an RFP that will result in up to a total of $450,000 in awards per year for three years.  Dr. Sandas seconded the motion and the Board approved.  

Agency Update
Commissioner Rothrock praised the work of Terry Glenn, a retiring Board member.  He also gave an overview of budget and legislative issues facing DARS.  

Service Award
A certificate of appreciation was presented to Mr. Glenn for his service on the Board.  Commissioner Rothrock, Dr. Cifu, and other Board members praised his work and dedication.

Financial Report
Ms. Williams provided an overview of the current financial standing of the Trust Fund.  After allowing funds to accumulate, money is now available to issue an RFP.  
 
Other Business
Donna Cantrell provided a demonstration of the doll that is being used to raise awareness of shaken baby syndrome.  It is being used at various public forums to raise awareness of the dangers of shaking children and the brain injury that may result.  

Adjourn
Dr. Sandas made a motion to adjourn; Ms. Rawlins seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Dr. Cifu, adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m.    
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